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The history of the first ten years of the Hurstville Seniors Computer Club is recorded here
before memories fade. It will show members in future years how the Club was formed,
developed and became the success that it is.
In 1998 computers had been developed over the previous thirty years but were not
as universally used as they are in 2008, particularly by Seniors, not many of whom had
experienced them in their working life. The young generation had quickly absorbed the
new technology, leaving ‘oldies’ feeling left behind. Hence the motto adopted, ‘keeping up
with our grandchildren’.
Not many Seniors have a hi-tech use for their computer but HSCC members can
now handle word processing, record keeping, card making and, most importantly, Internet,
which has changed the world for house-bound people, both for information on anything
and also communicating by e-mail.

The original intention was to list all the people who have taken part in running the Club to
bring it to where it is in 2008.
But there were so many that to avoid the risk of missing some, only mentioned are
Committee members, those who were the original tutors, leaders of special interest groups
and the technical crew.
It should be mentioned that all these people paid the same fees to belong to the
Club as the pupils. Nobody has been paid for their time devoted to helping others.
A debt of thanks must go to possibly 100 people who have made it possible.
The intention was always to run it as a Club rather than conducting formal classes and
pupils are shown what they want rather than be in set courses, resulting in some students
not inclined to leave – even still there from the early days.

Compiled by George Thompson - 2008

A DECADE OF SUCCESS FOR

The Hurstville Seniors Computer Club
FOREWORD
This year the Hurstville Seniors Computer Club will celebrate their Tenth Anniversary.
The Hurstville Seniors Computer Club was formed after a Public Meeting at the Hurstville Seniors
Centre, called by Mr George Thompson, to put forward a proposal to form a Seniors Computer
Club in Hurstville. He was elected President of the Committee, then contacted the Hurstville
Council for permission to use the Senior Citizens Centre for the Club.
He was invited to address the Management Committee of the Centre about the Club. It was a very
happy President who left the meeting with permission to use the Centre.
With the assistance of Hurstville City Council, Sue Atkinson of the Council as Secretary of the
Management Committee, and myself as a Councillor and President of the Management
Committee, a Computer room was built for the use of the Club.
The Club should be proud of their successes and achievements since the Club’s formation.
With thanks and congratulations to the Club from the Management Committee and Hurstville City
Council for your Tenth Anniversary.

Mervyn Lynch OAM
Patron
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THE BEGINNING
The Hurstville Seniors Computer Club was formed at an Inaugural Meeting in the Hurstville Seniors Centre
on 29 April 1998 with eighty people attending.
The Convenor was George Thompson, who had attended the Seniors Card Computer and
Technology Show held at Centrepoint, Sydney, in October 1997. One of the Stands was a group from the
first few Computer Pals for Seniors Clubs, which had been formed on the North Shore, modelled on Clubs
in the USA. They were collecting names of Seniors interested in joining or starting a Computer Club. The
stand was organised by Nan Bosler from the Northern Beaches club and Wal Anderson from Manly with
others from the Moocooboola, Greenwich/Lane Cove and Forest clubs.
George T decided that there should be such a club in the St. George area so asked Wal Anderson to
send a copy of the names collected at Centrepoint, in a Works Spreadsheet with the list in Postcode order.
Some of the names in the St. George area later involved with the Club are (in Postcode order) Elsie Elliott,
Betty Saltmiras, Ted Barnett, George & Marie Thompson, Maxine Gray, John & Robin Ireland, Connie
Cooper, George Sediakin, and John Chisholm.
To this list George T added the names he and wife, Marie, had collected at the Hurstville Council
Seniors Week Expo in March 1998 where he set up a stall. He borrowed a computer from Wal Anderson
with the same Works Data Base and invited people to type their name etc. on the computer – a new
experience for most of them.
There were also names gathered from the Notices they posted on the eleven Council Libraries and
branches in the St. George Area, from Penshurst to Brighton-le-Sands.
Copies of these notices and photos are shown overleaf.
In all, 158 invitations were posted for the 29 April meeting.
The original aim was to form a St. George Club so letters were sent to the three Councils asking for
accommodation for the Club. Rockdale ignored it, Kogarah sent a list of Scout Halls but fortunately
Hurstville passed the letter to Sue Atkinson, a Council Community Officer and Secretary of the Seniors
Centre Management Committee. George T was invited to the Hall Committee who agreed to have an area
partitioned for the exclusive use of the Club, if formed, free of charge for its activities. Initially, two
members of the Hall Committee had reservations of the proposal because the Seniors Centre was built with
funds from the Federal Government with the proviso that its use be free for Seniors from 9am to 4pm on
weekdays. It was accepted that the Club had to charge fees to buy the expensive equipment required.
Sue welcomed the Club as a cultural activity to add to the Recreational Groups using the Centre.
Chairman of the Committee was Councillor Mervyn Lynch who was a great help with Council
liaison, later becoming the Patron.
At the Inaugural Meeting it was agreed the club be formed and to be known as the Hurstville
Seniors Computer Club and a Steering Committee was appointed. Overleaf is a copy of the minutes of that
meeting. The name shown as Marie Jenone is a misspelling for Maria Giannone - still with the club as a
Thursday tutor.
There is also a copy of an article in the Leader of 10 March 1998 – the handout at the Hurstville
Council Seniors Expo, March 1998 – and photos of George and Marie Thompson at the Expo having
people type their details on the computer. The woman with Marie is Maria Giannone (spelt correctly).
The photos were taken by Bill van der Meyden, who called in to observe, as he was aiming to start
a Club in the Caringbah area and, when he found accommodation, organised the Endeavour Club.
The sign on the wall was made by an early Apple programme printing on a little dot matrix. It
printed large letters out in landscape page by page even when the letters overlapped pages. The pages were
then glued together.
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Flyer handed out at the Hurstville Seniors Expo – March 1998

George T showing people how to enter their name on the computer

Marie T with Maria Giannone typing her name at the Expo
Leader 10-03-98
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Notice posted in the eleven Council Libraries in the St George area
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George T

Maxine G

Graeme G

Doreen
C

Dennis
M
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Marie T
Balance of photos
unavailable.
Graeme G and Marie T
are still on the
Committee

THE HISTORY
After the Inaugural Meeting, a meeting was held by the Committee elected to start organising the
Club. The Committee elected was confirmed at this meeting.

6

The First Newsletter

At further Committee Meetings on 13 May and 24 May – Graeme G advised that a Bank account
had been opened – a Post Office Box at the Hurstville Business Centre had been rented, No.173 –
Maxine G submitted a Proposal on Public Risk Insurance – the best seemed to be Mercantile
Mutual for $248 to cover 100 members – George T advised that he had mouse pads and
information sheets from “Seniors Card” for distribution to members – it was decided that Joining
Fee be $20, plus $20 per annum, $3 per session and $1 for afternoon tea – George was paid
$235.70 for monies outlaid to start the Club - Newsletter to be prepared – Doreen C was asked to
prepare a questionnaire finding out what pupils needs will be.
Preliminary lessons will be held on the first Wednesday in June before the clubroom is built.
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There was a meeting at the Secretary’s house on 1 June to discuss the Constitution that Graeme G
had prepared. It was fully discussed and agreed that changes were to be made.
A subsequent meeting was on 17 June. The decisions are on the Newsletter page below.

Front and rear pages of June 1998 Newsletter
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Inside pages of June 1998 Newsletter
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Front and inside pages of July 1998 Newsletter
It took over three months before the Clubroom was ready and meanwhile equipment was being
collected from various places. Before money was available from fees, 2x 486’s came from TAD to
add to the 3 x 386’s - Ray Quick obtained 3 x 386’s from Qantas – Ted Barnett donated a dot
matrix printer – George T and John C bought 2 x 486’s at auction with Graeme G’s assistance.
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All this enabled a staggering start in June.
By the end of the year classes were well under way with keen tutors.
Monday with Joyce Pickup helped by Graeme Gavin, Bert Foster, Bill Baker and Laurie Foster.
Tuesday with Maxine Gray helped by Robin Ireland and Don Skinner.
Wednesday with Marie Thompson helped by George T, Irene Ramsay, Beryl Leverington and
Maurie Moroney.
Thursday with Betty Saltmiras helped by Doreen Chisholm and Henry Joubert.
Friday with Doreen Chisholm helped by Jean Sapsed, Ray Quick, Francis Brown and Shirley
Whitaker.

A Leader Article - 1 September 1998
By October there were over 100 members with enquiries every day. Discussion took place about
updating the computer hard discs to 500mb. For the 1999 year there were three Pentiums with Win
98 and Office 97, plus Works 4.5 – and three 486’s with Win 3.11 and Works 3.0.
A Christmas party was held at the November 1998 meeting at a cost of $6 per member plus BYO.
It was decided this was too expensive for members and too much trouble for the ladies, so
thereafter there was an afternoon tea, paid for by the Club, at the last meeting of the year.
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In January Alma Goesch resigned as Secretary and was replaced at the February meeting by
Pamela Samuels, who was doing the same job at the Family History Society.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Help!!
It seems we are victims of our own success.
At our last meeting we had over forty new people, most of whom joined
bringing our membership to 175, meaning we now have a waiting list for lessons. Not
only that, we are receiving phone enquiries every day and now have a waiting list of
twelve to join the club. We can't expect them to join if we can't provide lessons.
Our willing tutors are coping but desperately need assistance if they are to
continue. They are not professional teachers being paid - just kind members willing to help
others who know less than they do - and we need more of them if we are to continue.
You don't need to be an expert. As long as you know a little you could show the ropes to
those just starting plus you can come to the tutor’s class that Doreen conducts on the
first Wednesday morning of the month. Volunteers please see her or one of the committee.
The Club will have a stall at the Hurstville Seniors Expo on 18 March to
publicise our activities. Let your friends know.
February 1999 Newsletter
Six comfortable typists chairs and two stools were bought and later four more chairs. $1 entry fee
for the General Meetings was discontinued.
The minimum age for members was set at 60 years.
May 1999. Internet was connected on Computer No.6 with the e-mail address hscc@ihug.com.au.
A TV set and VCR was bought to show training videos at the meetings but was a failure as a large
monitor for computers.
A Family History Group was planned but not formed until August 2003.
Jock Spiers, from the Endeavour Club started conducting technical classes but owing to
dissatisfaction with the classes, they ceased.
June 1999. Books, tapes and magazines were bought for a Library with a $30 returnable deposit
for borrowers. This was later reduced to $10. Microsoft donated Works 4.5 for the computers.
It had been decided that the Annual Meetings would be held in August and the first one was 25
August 1999. The inside pages of the September 1999 Newsletter report on this.
A Bar fridge was bought to keep milk and lunches.
The equipment was originally set up by John
Chisholm and George T, then later joined by
Brian Jordan , Frank Grosz and Ted Barnett
in the maintenance crew to keep things going.
Most of the work was still being done on Sundays
John

Frank

Ted

Doreen C was printing the Newsletters at home on equipment used to print another publication.
All computers then Pentium 2’s, with three connected to the Internet.
From October 1999 until March 2003 the Committee meetings before the Monthly Meeting
at the Seniors Centre were held at Gladwyn, the Council’s Heritage House.
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.

September 1999 Newsletter
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On 29 July 1998 the Club’s Memorandum and Articles were lodged with the Department of Fair
Trading, by Public Officer Graeme Gavin, and Certificate of Incorporation, No. Y2904321, was
issued. The Australian Taxation Office issued the Club with Australian Business Number
94 150 829 936 on 1 November 1999.
New 1999 Committee members

Pamela Samuels

Betty Saltmiras

Joyce Pickup

Frank Grosz

Bert Foster

March 2000. George Thompson and John Chisholm were appointed Life Members.
August 2000 At the Annual Meeting the President reported there were 300 members – the
Treasurer reported a profit of $784 after spending $8,215 on new equipment.
Councillor Merv Lynch congratulated the Club on progress and conducted the elections.
President
George Thompson
Vice President Maxine Gray
Secretary Pamela Samuels
Treasurer
Bert Foster
Committee Doreen Chisholm – Frank Grosz – Graeme Gavin – Joyce Pickup
Marie Thompson – Betty Saltmiras
In September 2000 the ISP was changed to Pacific <hurstville@pacific.net.au>
Printers were updated – a scanner was added – one Pentium 3 installed with Office 2000.
In January 2001 the ISP was changed to Bigpond <hurstville1@bigpond.com>
Maxine Gray organised a successful Computers Expo in the hall with three machines on Internet,
one on PowerPoint, one on graphics, one on spreadsheets, one on Family History, one
demonstrating letterheads and one on scanning. In one corner the TV set was showing a training
video on Word. Over 200 Seniors attended.
Two big problems were space and the oven-like conditions in the small room. The
President and Vice President had a meeting with the Mayor, Councillor Lynch,
and the Council General Manager to put a case for more space. They were
unmoved, saying none is available and we that could not be favoured over other
community groups.
In May the Council installed an air conditioner in the clubroom.
Robin I
Internet was converted to ADSL in June.
August 2001 Councillor Cheryl Kelly conducted the Annual elections.
President
Secretary
Committee

George Thompson
Vice President
Maxine Gray
Pamela Samuels
Treasurer
Bert Foster
Joyce Pickup - Betty Saltimiras - Frank Grosz Shirley B
Marie Thompson - Robin Ireland - Shirley Boxhall
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In October, Joyce P, Marie T and George T went to the Castle Hills club for a training session on
the invitation of George Kimpton, an early writer on computers in magazines and newspapers.
In the morning there was a session on Corel Photo and the afternoon was on Microsoft
Publisher. Joyce P volunteered to be our graphics expert and later started classes on Mondays.
Frank Grosz started internet classes.
In November the $500 second hand projector gave up and as it was too expensive to repair another
second hand one was bought for $1,650.
In March 2002 the Club received the Premiers Community Award for
outstanding service to the community. The Award was presented by the
Mayor at a Mayoral Reception and afternoon tea, attended by the local
MP and some of the Committee. It was framed and hangs in the
Clubroom.
For Seniors Week, club members used five
computers in the new library to demonstrate internet to
Seniors in one hour sessions.
Treasurer, Bert Foster retired so Graeme Gavin became
Treasurer again. Alan Gibson volunteered to be
Auditor. Bert was made an Honorary Member.
Alan Gibson
It was due to the efforts of Councillor Mervyn Lynch, working outside the Council staff, that the
use was obtained of an additional Clubroom in the main Council building. It was named ‘The
Annexe’ and, after it was set up, used initially for the Internet and Technical Class. Later it was
used for the Genealogy, Digital Imaging, Web Design and Video Editing Groups. There were eight
computers, a projector, and it was networked for internet the same as Queens Road.
For the August 2002 Annual Meeting and elections the President reported that there was a
membership of 344 with a waiting list of 24. He said our continued success is due to a small band
of about 25 who give up a day of their week to teach the members. Head Tutor for Monday was
Joyce Pickup, for Tuesday Maxine Gray, for Wednesday Marie Thompson, for Thursday Betty
Saltmiras, and for Friday Doreen Chisholm – each day having a keen group of 5 or 6 assistants,
which were not named in case some were missed. All paid the same membership as the pupils.
The Technical crew was headed by John Chisholm, who the Club was fortunate in having
with his crew to continually patch up the havoc wrought by the reckless users (that’s how they put
it). John also set up a Web Page for the Technical Class.
Then there were the people who look after the Library, the attendance list, set out the chairs
and projector – all eager to help the cause. He opined it was a happy family group.
The Treasurer reported a loss of $2,418 after spending $10,000 on computers and $9,000
on other expenses. New insurance could cost $3,900.
The Patron, Councillor Mervyn Lynch, congratulated the Club on its success and said that
he had always had an interest in our activities.
He then conducted the elections and was thanked by Maxine Gray. As he had agreed to
become our Patron she presented him with a Certificate to express our thanks for his efforts.
The next speaker was Nan Bosler, President of ASCCA, who was thanked for her efforts in
forming and promoting ASCCA. In her interesting talk she described the evolution of ASCCA.
Nan has been the inspiration behind ASCCA. She was instrumental in starting it and has been
President since then, never wavering in her interest for the Association and for building it from the
original eight Sydney clubs (of which Hurstville was one) to now an Australia wide organisation.
She has written a record of the story for this History. It is attached at the end of the book.
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2002 Elections
President
Secretary
Committee
Auditor

George Thompson, Vice President
Maxine Gray,
Pamela Samuels,
Treasurer
Graeme Gavin,
Joyce Pickup, Betty Saltimiras, Marie Thompson,
Frank Grosz, Robin Ireland, Shirley Boxhall, Clyde Bevan.
Alan Gibson.
Clyde B

Maxine Gray presenting certificate
to Patron Mervyn Lynch

Nan Bosler
President ASCCA

In February 2003 Robin Ireland was successful in obtaining a grant of $720 from the Seniors Card
section of the Department of Aging, Disability and Home Care for our work with Seniors on
“What Computers and Internet are all about”. There was also a $200 grant from the Council.
The busy Seniors Week in March 2003 started with excellent Power Point demonstrations of
‘Computers and the Internet’ by Doreen Chisholm, assisted by Maxine Gray on the microphone.
There were two sessions on the Monday at the Civic Theatre and it was repeated on Friday for the
Chinese community with an interpreter to a larger audience at the Seniors Centre.
Each day there was one on one demonstrations of Internet on five computers at the Library
conducted by twenty volunteers from the Club.
For the 2003 election the President decided that five years was enough and decided to retire.
Virginia Field, of the Council, congratulated the Club and conducted the elections. On behalf of
the members Alan Gibson thanked the many workers for their efforts during the year.
The only change to the elected Committee was that George T and Maxine G changed jobs.
Maxine G became President and George T Vice President.
For the 2004 Seniors Week in March there was a successful Open Day at Queens Road and the
Annexe. About sixty volunteers helped to run it and it attracted over sixty visitors. There were
demonstrations on the normal computer uses plus Card Making, Digital Cameras, budgets,
Scanning, Graphics, Internet and Genealogy. Virginia Field of the Council had a table handing out
information and pamphlets.
The original second hand projector cost $500, then when it expired a replacement second hand one
was bought for $1,650. In June 2004 a new one was bought for over twice that amount.
In July the ISP was changed to Swiftdsl - <www.hurstvillescc.org.au> being the web page.
16

Queens Road
Activities at the Expo, March 2004

Annexe

Permission was obtained from the Hall Committee to use
the small office next to the clubroom for two computers
on mobile racks during the teaching days. They were
stored in the Clubroom at night.
That made a total of fifteen computers – seven at
Queens Road and eight at the Annexe.
By 2008 all were either X P or Vista with each
location networked on ADSL.
Office
Before the August 2004 elections John Chisholm resigned for personal reasons and it was
discovered that George T could not stand because the Constitution precluded Life Members from
being on the Committee. He remained as Editor.
President Maxine Gray - Vice President, Peter Johnstone
Secretary Pamela Samuels - Treasurer, Graeme Gavin
Committee Marie Thompson, Joyce Pickup, Shirley Boxhall, Frank Grosz, Clyde Bevan,
Ted Crichton, Margaret Butt.

Peter J

Ted C

Margaret B

By that stage the special interest groups in the Annexe were flourishing.
Rob Mills took over the Technical Class on Mondays.
Frank Grosz ran the successful Internet Class on Thursdays.
The Genealogy group was led by John Shortland on the second Wednesdays.
The Digital Imaging group by Ian Chesterfield on the first Tuesdays.
Fred Scott’s Web Design group met on the first and third Wednesdays
There were many other helpers too numerous to list, in case some are missed, doing things such as
putting chairs out, making afternoon teas., the library, reception etc.
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2004 PRESIDENT'S REPORT
The club is now entering the 7th year of business and we have moved on with new technology to
keep up with new computers, scanners and printers.
The Annexe, as the room in MacMahon Street was called, is now being used by more
groups with the introduction of the Genealogy and the Digital camera groups both very popular
and the long standing Technical and Internet Classes. I welcome the Team Leaders of these
groups John Shortland and Ian Chesterfield and newly appointed Rob Mills.
None of these services would have been possible without the support of the wonderful
group of volunteers who have given so much of their time either at our club or at home
preparing lessons, with help by phone or email to our members. With behind the scenes people
our volunteer total would be at least forty kind folk.
I won't start to name names as I am sure I would forget someone so from me to you
volunteers a BIG THANK YOU. Being a tutor is fun and it is a learning process also so, if any
member wants to learn more, come and be a tutor! Sometimes we even learn from the students.
Last year we were fortunate to receive a grant from the Council, this was directed to
upgrading Annexe computers and to the purchase of a great projector which as we all know has
been a wonderful bonus to our monthly presentations and to the Internet and Technical classes
each week. So a good $3000 plus well spent.
Again in March we held an Open Day to coincide with Council's Seniors Week and
although numbers were not enormous, a great deal of interacting with members and the public
was made and once again the number of volunteers showed a team spirit to work for the good
of the club.
During the last few months the committee has been through some rather difficult and
stressful times but we have overcome these problems and will be moving forward to greater
things.
The committee is losing three valuable long standing members this year, George Thompson
our inaugural president and founding father. George is standing down as we discovered amongst
our Constitution laws that a Life Member is unable to hold office. He will still be Newsletter
Editor, NL poster, and consultant in the Technical Team. Betty Saltmiras, a Thursday tutor is
giving up her committee position due to family commitments and will still continue to be a Thursday
tutor as long as she can. Robin Ireland has decided to devote more time to her family history but
will still remain a Tuesday tutor as long as I can tie her to the chair. So, big thank you to those
three wonderful people.
My job as President this year has been another learning curve in my life, more ups than
downs as the members of the committee have worked as a team and supported me whenever the
need arises.
It is most important we say thank you to Hurstville Council once again for their support.
Also a big thank you to Owen and Hodge who print our Newsletter for us and contribute a column
each month.
In closing I thank all the members of our club for your continuing support in attending our
meetings and also for your interest in our club
Maxine Gray

*****************************
Masthead of the Monthly Newsletters
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The September meeting was an Open Day with demonstrations of the many skills of
members. On computers were Excel, Internet etc. and the photos to be entered in the ASCCA
competition.
Ron Hiland had a table of the give-aways he often had, of computer bits and pieces. Also
displayed were patchwork, glass painting, tapestries, embroidery and historic telephones. The
photos show Joyce Pickup lace making, Marie Thompson spinning wool and Bob Wybrew’s
collection of wood turning.

At the end of 2004 the Digital Imaging Group (Cameras) had great success, winning prizes
in the initial ASSCA competition.
Geoff Turton was Grand Champion Digital Photographer, a success he later repeated.

Home Page of the Web Site designed by Fred Scott, tutor for the Web Design Group.

Ted Crichton was successful in obtaining grants from Dept. of Families – Community Services
and Indigenousness Affairs.
In 2005, $2,900 for seven LCD screens.
In 2007, $2,700 for two new computers with Vista.
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January 2005 Newsletter
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Fred Scott

John Shortland

Ian Chesterfield

Rob Mills

The Auditor, Alan Gibson, decided it was time to retire and Geoff Turton was elected as the new
Auditor.
Merv Lynch retired from the Hurstville City Council but remained Chairman of the Hall Committee
and Patron of the Club

From the May 2005 Newsletter
HI,
My name is Ian Chesterfield. With George’s retirement as Editor I have taken on the task – but
not alone!!! It is now a TEAM effort because I want to keep the hair I have!
Peter Johnstone is going to collect the articles for inclusion, I am going to produce the document
and get it to the printer and Mavis FItzgibbon and Pam Boyle are going to fold and post to
members who do not get it by e mail. Frank and Fred will continue as before.
The TEAM is working for YOU so help us out with contributions, items of interest, news, humour
etc. and get them to Peter in any from except verbal.
We want your input.
Ed
RETIRED
After doing the Newsletter for the seven years since we started, I decided to retire from the job
and take it easy in my old age.
It has been a rewarding experience, to see it produced every month with information for
members. I see it as a link to members who don’t attend lessons or who move away, yet stay with
us to receive the Newsletter.
Editing and compiling the Newsletter is the easy part. The hard part
is finding material for it, which needs the help and contribution of all
members. Please don’t be discouraged if your piece is not used in
the next issue – it may not be right for the month or the wrong size.
Keep sending them in. The new editor will need encouragement
learning the ropes.
I produced the pages ready for printing, sent them to Frank Grosz
for email, and to Fred Scott for the web page. Wife Marie had the
messy job of having them printed, folding in envelopes and posting
the snail mail edition.
George Thompson
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Robin Bevan made Certificates of Appreciation to be presented to all the keen workers and
Committee Members at the Annual Meeting.
There was a Letter of Appreciation for Graeme Gavin.
With Maxine G and Peter J leaving the area, the August 2005 election saw a change in the
executive members. Maxine was made a Life Member.
New committee.
President
Pamela Samuels
Vice President Frank Grosz
Secretary
Marie Thompson
Treasurer
Geoff Turton
Committee
Clyde Bevan, Shirley Boxhall, Margaret Butt, Ted Crichton,
Henri Joubert, Joyce Pickup.
Auditor
Graeme Gavin

Henri J

Bill Baker agreed to head group classes for editing
of digital videos on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the
month. This proved most successful.
Ron Hiland started an E-Bay group with a dozen
members but it did not last long because
there was lack of confidence in the early system.
The Club won nine awards in the 2005 ASCCA photo competition, including Ian Chesterfield’s
‘Best Photo in Show’.
HSCC AT HURSTVILLE SENIORS GALA DAY
Our Club participated in the Seniors Gala Day in the Marana Auditorium on 29 March 2006.
A selection of our entries in the 2005 ASCCA Digital Photography Competition was on display.
Club members answered a steady stream of enquiries from visitors on what our Club does and
how they can join.
A laptop computer was used to display a selection of digital photos and to demonstrate
the solutions to problems that had been frustrating some of our visitors.
An enjoyable and worthwhile day! "
Thanks Geoff
Joyce, Mavis and Geoff representing HSCC at
Hurstville Seniors Gala Day.
Note photos on wall.
From the March 2006 Newsletter

Monthly Meeting
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An air-conditioner was installed in the windowless Annexe at a cost of $784.30.
The Special Interest Groups continued to flourish with more prizes won by the photographers – a
CD of information sites published by the genealogists ----the web page was most informative with
lots of information --- the Internet and Technical classes full, as was the video editing.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2007
It is with pleasure that I am able to present to you this tenth annual report.
I would like to thank the members of our management committee, our Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, Public Officer, Committee Members and Training Co-coordinator who meet monthly to give
the club direction. Also thank you to our hardworking tutors who give up their valuable time to teach
you.
Many thanks to our maintenance groups both at the Annexe and Queens for the excellent job they do
to keep our computers up to date and running smoothly.
Special thanks are extended to our Newsletter Editor and our Webmaster for the excellent jobs they
are doing. We also have the people who put out the chairs, attend to the afternoon tea, the library,
folding the newsletter, the attendance list, the projector and I could go on.
Thank you all.
Several special interest groups are being promoted within the club and members are urged to join
those groups in which they may have an interest. Details of the interest groups and the contact person
for each are on the back page of the newsletter. Our interest groups are going extremely well, and
thank you to the leaders of these groups, John, Fred, Ian, Frank, Ted and Bill.
Thank you to Hurstville City Council for their continuing support and to Owen Hodge Lawyers for their
assistance and the printing of our newsletter. Also to ASCCA, Computer Associates and of course
Multipower who also deserve our thanks for their assistance during the year.
At the time of preparing this report there were 227 members currently financial to June 2008 and 90
members who have not yet renewed their membership. The club had 290 members for the 2006/7
financial year which is similar to this financial year. We currently have 27 on our waiting list.
We were entertained by our ten-minute speakers and a variety of guest speakers who attended our
meetings and also our in-house speakers and they have been exceptionally interesting. Thank you
Henri for arranging the speakers.
Our club participated in the Seniors Gala Day in the Marana Auditorium during Hurstville Seniors
Week. A selection of our entries in the 2006 ASCCA Digital Camera Competition was on display.
Members answered enquiries on what our club does and how they can join.
We have been active with our parent body ASCCA. Six of our members attended the 9 Annual
Conference for seniors this week. Three of our members attended the member’s meeting in February
and we were also represented at the Microsoft Unlimited Potential Conference earlier
this year.
We have also registered for the Microsoft Unlimited Potential program to receive more software which
will keep us up to date with our courses.
The club was once again successful in the annual ASCCA photographic competition for 2006, this
time winning the outstanding club award. Excellent results were achieved – a second in every
category and two firsts. Special congratulations are extended to Geoff Turton who was selected as the
Grand Champion Digital Photographer for the second time. Perhaps Geoff may make this a Trifecta.
Congratulations to all the winners for an excellent result and for keeping the name of the Hurstville
Seniors Computer Club to the fore.
A big thank you to those who have supported me throughout the year in so many different ways. I am
sure the club will be in safe hands during 2007/2008 and look forward to another successful year.
th

Pamela Samuels – President
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TRUE SPIRIT
We congratulate him.
MERVYN LYNCH OAM
Congratulations to Merv Lynch on his well-deserved Award of the Order
of Australia Medal.
His involvement with the Hurstville Community goes back a long way
and, for us, back 9 years to when we started the Club.
His support as Chairman of the Hurstville Seniors Centre Hall Committee
enabled us to obtain our Clubroom there and he still provides backup for
any problems we may have.
He is an Honourary Member of the club.
From the March 2007 Newsletter

Committee Meeting 2008
Seated
Margaret Butt Joyce Pickup Clyde Bevan Ted Crichton Marie Thompson Pamela Samuels
Standing
Goeff Turton Graeme Gavin Henri Joubert Frank Grosz

Always sad to record the loss of long standing members who were stalwarts of the Club.
In November 2006 Alan Gibson and Ron Condon passed away after long illnesses.
In July 2007 Rob Mills.
In November 2007 Vijay Balachandran
In December 2007 Laurie Foster
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TENTH BIRTHDAY
The 10th Anniversary Meeting was held on 30 April 2008 with 137 members attending.
To celebrate the milestone, guests were invited including the Mayor, Patron, Council
Officers and representatives from The Council, the Library and Owen Hodge Lawyers.
Unfortunately Nan Bosler of ASCCA was unable to attend. Their contributions to the Club’s
success were described and George T introduced this History Book to be on sale in two weeks.
Geoff T gave a Financial Report and then read the names of people who were pioneers in
the Club still working as Tutors or Group Leaders and Committee. viz. Bill Baker, Ted Barnett,
Clyde Bevan, Francis Brown, Doreen Chisholm, Elsie Elliot, Mavis Fitzgibbon, Graeme Gavin, Maria
Giannone, Frank Grosz, Robin Ireland, Henry Joubert, Beryl Leverington, Maurice Moroney, Joyce
Pickup, Raymond Quick,Irene Ramsay,Betty Salmiras,Jean Sapsed, George Thompson, Marie Thompson.

There was a draw for about 25 door prizes, after which candles were blown on the Birthday
Cake and lastly the Afternoon Tea.
Congratulations were expressed all around. – not only for the Club’s success but also for
the successful Anniversary Meeting.

Left to right – Secretary Marie Thompson, George Thompson, Patron Mervyn Lynch OAM, Council
Officer Virginia Field, Mayor Vince Badalati, David Linden (Council), Luis Garutti (Owen Hodge),
Treasurer Geoff Turton, Vice-President Frank Grosz, and President Pamela Samuels at the lectern.

The Future
From the first six months there was a waiting list to join, (30 at April
2008), which is certainly a measure of success. With the minimum age
being 60 to join, the baby boomers became eligible to join, so contrary
to the original prediction that new seniors would be computer literate
and wouldn’t need the club – they continued to come.
The Club entered a new decade with confidence.
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from Nan Bosler, President of ASCCA
BEGINNING OF ASCCA
Chris Herron as Manager of Seniors Card organised a Seniors Technology Expo at Centre Point in the heart
of Sydney in late 1997. Wal Anderson and I arrange to have a stand. I contacted the few existing computer
clubs for seniors seeking volunteers to help on the stand. Assistance came from Moocooboola,
Greenwich/Lane Cove and Forest Clubs. I was representing Northern Beaches and Wal nominated Manly
as his club. Manly was just being formed by Northern Beaches to cater for the members who lived in that
area and to widen the opportunity for more seniors on the Northern Beaches to become computer literate.
Bill van der Meyden had just begun developing a website for seniors – Endeavour Website – so this was
being shown at the expo. Many names were collected to help develop the Endeavour Club.
Even though signage for the expo was very poor – to the great concern of Chris Herron – more than 400
names were collected for seniors who were keen to learn how to use a computer. There were sufficient
names from Castle Hill, Hurstville, Sutherland and the Central Coast to immediately start clubs in those
areas. The names of those in the St. George/Hurstville area were sent to George Thompson and it was
George who spearheaded the efforts to start the Hurstville club.
In March of 1998 the first Australian Computer Seminar for Seniors was held at the Menzies Hotel in
Sydney. A website was created to promote the seminar. The seminar was auspiced by Computer Pals for
Seniors Northern Beaches Inc. and organised by Nan Bosler who was keen to see seniors computer clubs
expanded. She contacted all the existing clubs and invited them to a meeting to discuss the advantages, and
disadvantages, of creating an umbrella organisation.
The meeting was held on 1 May 1998. The following information comes from the minutes of that first
meeting.

Those attending were Nan Bosler (Convenor), Northern Beaches; Wal Anderson, Manly; Betty Benjamin,
Moocooboola; Joan Burge, Greenwich/Lane Cove; Brian Griffin, The Hills; Bettie Hart, Hurstville; George
Kimpton, The Hills; Dick Manuell, Forest; Denis McDonald, Hurstville; Bill van der Meyden, Sutherland;
Ken Missingham, Sutherland; Bernice Shannon, Greenwich; Marie and George Thompson, Hurstville; Gil
Wahlquist, Moocooboola and Colin Ward, Forest.
Several people had envisaged an overall organisation (Wal Anderson, Nan Bosler and Colin Ward) and
George Kimpton was writing in the Australian Seniors Newspaper about seniors using computers but this
meeting was the first concrete step taken to actually establish such as organisation by taking dreams and
turning them into objectives that could be reached - albeit with a lot of hard work and dedication.
At this meeting it was resolved that:





an umbrella organisation be established
a steering committee be formed
a seminar be held during 1999, and that
the website, to be developed and maintained
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The steering committee was elected to draw up a constitution, investigate insurance, propose a fee structure,
and prepare the fledgling organisation for incorporation.
The committee completed its assigned tasks quickly and a general meeting of interested clubs and
organisations was held on 7 August 1998 in the Boardroom of the Council on the Ageing, Sydney.
The meeting resolved that the association be known as The Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association
Inc. (ASCCA)
The foundation office bearers for the Association were :
President Nan Bosler
Vice President Colin Ward
Vice President George Kimpton
Secretary Keith Hinchcliffe
Treasurer Bill van der Meyden
Committee Members John Notary, Bernice Shannon, George Thompson, Gil Wahlquist
The Public Officer, Keith Hinchcliffe, was requested to lodge an application for incorporation under the
Associations Incorporation Act, 1984. (The Association became an Incorporated Association on 14 August
1998.)
Membership of the Association was to be open to all Computer Clubs for Seniors; Organisations with a
membership of seniors; and Organisations that recognised the value of computer technology for seniors.
Cost of Membership was set at $100 per year.
"The Association will advise and support; liaise with the three spheres of Government and other
organisation on behalf of the membership; organise seminars and like activities; and seek out 'advantages'
for members. It does not have the power to interfere with the running of any club."
Already ASCCA had been able to negotiate discounts on some software; extremely competitive insurance
cover; a discounted fee for the Australian Computer Seminars for Seniors.
The website had been formed to bring together the individual Computer Clubs for Seniors, to provide
information and links of interest and benefit to seniors and to promote the seminar..
The objectives for Seniors Computer Clubs were
* to ENCOURAGE seniors and people with disabilities to explore the advantages and satisfaction of using
computer technology
* to EMPOWER seniors and people with disabilities by providing learning opportunities
* to EXPAND communications opportunities
* to ENCOURAGE options to enable seniors and people with disabilities to enhance their lifestyle
* to ASSIST seniors and people with disabilities in the development of skills to enhance participation in
community activities
" to BRIDGE THE GAP between the generations through the use of computer technology
" to INCREASE self esteem and independence
Each Club, of course, to modify or build upon these objectives to suit their membership.
ASCCA has continued to grow and one of its greatest strengths is that each member club that belongs to the
network of Seniors Computer Clubs is autonomous. While ASCCA is available to support and encourage
these clubs it is the hard work of the individual clubs that has made clubs such as Hurstville Seniors
Computer Club become such outstanding examples of learning as a life long experience.
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